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matters could be dealt with in the course of the negotiations,
If the Muslim League and the Congress are prepared to
enter into negotiations on this basis, you will perhaps be so
good as to let me know the names of the four people appoint'
ed to negotiate on their behalf. As soon as I receive these I
will let you know the locus of the negotiations which will iiy
all probability be in Simla, where the climate will be rmre
temperate.
Letter from the President of the Congress to  Lord Pethick-
Lawrence^ dated 28th April, 1946*:
I thank you for your letter of April 27. I have consulted
jny colleagues of the Congress Working Committee in regard
to the suggestion made by you, and they desire me to inform
you that they have always been willing to* discuss fully any
matters concerning the future of India with representatives,
of the Muslim League or any other organisation. I must point
out, however, that the " fundamental principles'1 which you
mention require amplification and elucidation in order to
avoid any misunderstanding.
As you are aware, we have envisaged a federal union of
autonomous units, Such a federal union must of necessity
deal with certain essential subjects of which defence and its-
allied subjects are the most important. It must be organic
and must have both an executive and legislative machinery as-
well as the finance relating to these subjects and the power to,
* raise revenues for these purposes in its own right. Without
these functions and powers it would be weak and disjointed
and defence and progress in general would suffer.
Among the common subjects in addition to foreign affairs,
defence and communications, there should be currency,,
customs, tariffs and such other subjects as may be found on
closer scrutiny to be intimately allied to them.
Your reference to two groups of provinces, the one of the,
predominantly Hindu provinces and the other of the predomi-
nantly Muslim provinces, is not clean The only predominant-
ly Muslim provinces are the North-West Frontier Province,
Sind and Baluchistan. Bengal and Punjab have a bare Muslim
majority. We consider it wrong to form groups of provinces
underthe Federal Union and more so on religious or com-
munal basis. It also appears that you leave no choice to a
province in the matter of joining or not joining a group. It